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We’ve got two months, right?  No sweat!  But do we really… ?

1, Calculate the number of business days before the Bakersfield Trade Fair.  Go to the Virtual Enterprise website.  Find the date of the Bakersfield Trade Fair.  Now calculate the number of workdays until then.

2.  Once you have the number of workdays, determine the equivalent number of hours.  Unless you truly believe that you start work the minute the bell rings and don’t stop until the end of period bell, be conservative in the number of minutes per day.  For instance with 58 minute periods it is more likely that we will only have 50 minutes of actual work.  

3.  Okay so we have the number of work hours left before Bakersfield.  The average business works 8 hours a day.  How many “real world” days to we have before our projects are due?  If a project has to be mailed to the VEC office prior to the trade fair, calculate the number of days before the project must be mailed.

Teacher’s Note:

Depending on the amount of time I have, I make the students find our school calendar (which is found on our district and site websites) and then count the days.  Obviously weekends and holidays are not workdays.   I also make them find the trade fair information on the VE website (go to Information, then click on Trade Fairs).  By finding the resources themselves they learn to look for things in logical places rather than always relying on us for the answers.  

This assignment asks students to be problem-solvers.  Where do we find the information (such as mail-in competition deadlines and school calendars); how do we calculate minutes into hours; how can I handle the stress when I realize that we have less than 2 real-world workdays to complete the entire catalog!

